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Principal’s Message
Welcome to the startup for the 2021-2022 school year!

We are excited to welcome students back into the building:      

§ 6th graders only on 9/7 from 9:05-3:35.

§ All students on 9/8 from 10:05-3:35.

The last two school years have been the most challenging in the terms of having to respond, adapt, and support teaching and learning. We are hoping that we will be able to 
refocus on what matters most in teaching and learning.

At Dexter McCarty, we will focus on three traits schoolwide.

§ Relationships: through positive student, staff, family, and community relationships, teaching and learning is accelerated as we share a common vision, goal, and 
experiences.

§ Responsibility: by taking responsibility for words, actions, and learning, students and staff can engage in high-level teaching and learning in a positive and 
supportive learning environment.

§ Resiliency: developing a growth mindset encourages students to try and try again, building their skills to face social, emotional, academic, attendance, and 
behavioral challenges. 

These traits are the foundation of our schoolwide Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) this year. Through these, staff will strive to reward desired behaviors and 
interactions at a 4-to-1 ration to re-enforce the positive and help students learn necessary skills to be successful at Dexter McCarty, in high school, and in post-secondary 
careers or school.

We hope that the following information begins to paint the picture of what school will look like starting in September. We will continue to send updates via the email address 
you enter in ParentVue.

As part of online registration verification or new student enrollment, please update your email address if you change carriers/providers so you receive this information. This is our 
main form of communication to families based on the feedback we’ve received in surveys and through staff members.

I want to thank you in advance for your patience and grace as we work feverishly to adjust to changing guidelines, procedures and unexpected challenges. Please know that 
we are working to meet the needs of ALL of our students and families. We look forward to continuing to build positive and supportive relationships with each of you to provide 
the best education possible at Dexter McCarty for your scholars.

Regards,

John E. George, Principal

https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/domain/2421


2021-22 BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT: POSTPONED

The purpose of an open house is to be in the building, see the spaces, meet the staff, etc. 

Dexter McCarty went through a major renovation in 2020-21 and certain parts of the school are new 

to students, families, and even some staff!

We are so excited to return to in-person teaching and learning, and to enjoy these changes to our building.

However, the Governor’s orders, Oregon Health Authority, and district guidelines restrict our ability to achieve the purpose of an open house, especially with 600 students. 

Unfortunately, an open house is a larger event than we have the capacity to manage safely for all participants.

We understand that some district elementary schools are focusing their work on planning outdoor “open” houses to meet the staff. At this time the district middle schools are 

working on planning these events into the first days of school instead of a traditional open house.

Recognizing that our students do not know the building, we are working diligently on a plan that will include activities, tours, and community building for our students during 

the first days and weeks of school. This is the best use of our planning and preparation time to support all students and families

We are focusing on developing plans to teach/reteach routines and expectations so that students successfully transition back in to the school building and schedule.

We are hopeful that we will be able to welcome families into our building soon. As soon as we receive approval, we will have our open house to showcase the building and 

staff. Thank you for understanding that the decision is not a reflection of the influence of school staff.



FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 6th GRADE IS TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th

We know it’s disappointing that we had to cancel our Back to School Night/Open House. However, we have adjusted the 6th grade only day 
to include the activities students will need to be successful.

On September 7th, we will:

§ guide and support all 6th-graders through arrival and breakfast procedures;
§ provide students with their schedule, bus numbers, and school supplies;
§ 6th-graders will spend time doing team-building with their teachers and peers;
§ teach all 6th graders the process for carrying/placing backpacks in classrooms, as we will NOT be using lockers at this time;
§ teachers and WEB leaders will lead all 6th graders through building tours;
§ guide and support all 6th grade students through the lunch and recess procedures (masks are required during recess);
§ guide students through a regular schedule so they meet each teacher and go to each of their scheduled classrooms;
§ get their Chromebook, if their family has completed the digital citizenship training and signed the user agreements (link to the form 

is here);
§ ensure each student know their bus number and how to get home.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1o_DBE5BAjUKhwhfAvH6v9IhYR1-VXvI2s8hCKWjSZhw/edit


FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 7th & 8th GRADE IS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th

On Wednesday, September 8th, all 6th, 7th and 8th graders will attend school starting at 10:05 a.m.

This year, all of our students are in a similar situation to our 6th graders as many have never been in the school building!

We are planning an Advisory bell schedule with the following goals:

§ reading a schedule, school map, properly carrying materials in a backpack (we will NOT be using lockers at this time), and asking for help;

§ teach/re-teach school routines for arrival, transitioning in the building, establishing positive relationships, engaging as a student in the classroom, developing personal 
and collective responsibility, bolstering resiliency, lunch and recess procedures and accessing support from staff in class and in the office;

§ Tour the school to learn traffic flows, hallway behavioral expectations, locations of classes;

§ Attend each class with guided directional support from staff in the  hallways;

§ Meet each of their teachers and begin establishing positive relationships;

§ Ensure each student has bus route information at the end of the day

§ Provide every student with the proper school supplies

§ Check each students Chromebook to ensure it is properly working (please remind your student(s) to bring their charger and Chromebook to be checked)



TRANSPORTATION

FIRST STUDENT BUSES

§ Gresham-Barlow School District contracts with First Student to provide transportation to and from school.

§ First Student will begin building bus routes based on student registration/enrollment.

§ At this time, bus routes are not set. You will be able to check bus routes via the GBSD Student Transportation webpage.

§ Buses begin arriving at DMMS at 8:45 (M/Tu/Th/F) and 9:45 (Wed).

§ Buses depart DMMS at 3:50 p.m.

§ Expect that there will be delays during the first few weeks as drivers learn routes and are impacted by changes in the morning traffic patterns.

§ Once the school year begins, if you have questions or concerns about student transportation, you may contact First Student at (503) 665-8193

PARENT DROP-0FF/PICKUP

§ If you are dropping your student off at school, please use the designated area on 5th street, located on the North side of the school. Parents will not 
be allowed to enter the parking lot during arrival and departure. 

§ Pull forward and have students exit/enter your vehicle as close to the sidewalk as possible.

§ Please drive patiently and responsibly, as we want all families and students to be safe.

§ We do NOT provide traffic direction or management but expect families to follow general traffic guidelines.

§ Please DO NOT drop students off prior to 8:30, unless participating in SUN or a before school activity. We do not provide morning supervision and 
students are not allowed to enter the building prior to 8:40.

WALK/BIKERS/BOARDERS

§ Bike racks are located in front of the main entrance near the front office

§ Students may line up (maintaining 3 feet of distance) outside of the main entrance starting at 8:30 a.m.

§ After the last bus arrives, all entrance doors will close and lock until dismissal. Students will need to go to the main office to sign in, prior to going to 
class.

https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/2186


Student Lockers: NO LOCKER USE
Due to current social distancing requirements, we will NOT be using lockers this school year. Students will need to 
carry all necessary supplies and personal items in a backpack.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Starting the 2021-2022 school year, Gresham-Barlow School District will be supplying elementary and middle schools with any 
necessary school supplies. Families will still need to provide their students with backpacks. At this time, there are no additional supplies 
needed. Incoming 6th graders and new 7th and 8th grade students will also receive a Verizon Chromebook, with free wireless access. 
Supplies will be distributed in Advisory classes on your student’s first day of school.

STUDENT SCHEDULES
Student schedules will be available in StudentVue on 9/3. Paper copies of student schedules will also be given to students upon arrival 
on their first day of school.



LEARN ABOUT OUR HEALTH AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

Every school in the district is taking health and safety precautions to provide a safe and healthy 
learning environment. Our Return to Learn Health and Safety Plan was developed by following 
guidance in the state’s Ready Schools, Safe Learners Resiliency Framework.

View our Return to Learn Health and Safety Plan

https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/9570


FREE & REDUCED MEAL APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
The free and reduced-price lunch program is confidential, easy, and can help both your budget and your child’s school. 

Click here to apply.

Your child may be eligible for free or reduced-price school meals (breakfast, lunch, and after-school SUN supper when in 
session). 

In difficult economic times, many families who have never needed assistance before find themselves struggling financially. If
your family is in this situation, you might be able to save hundreds of dollars a year by applying for free or reduced-price 
school meals. 

The benefits are significant. Families who qualify for free or reduced-price lunch can save hundreds of dollars per child 
compared with buying full-price school meals or making meals at home. The Oregon legislature provided funding to eliminate 
the reduced price payment for School Breakfast and Lunch. 

Continuing for the upcoming school year 2021-2022, breakfast and lunch will again be accessible at no charge to students 
who qualify for reduced-price meals. The state of Oregon has also expanded the income guidelines which will allow more of 
our families to be eligible for meals at no cost. 

There are extra benefits as well; students on this program can also qualify for reduced rates for other District Programs as well 
as reduced fees for other programs in your community (you may need to provide a copy of your award letter to these 
programs to qualify for discounts). The school district receives federal reimbursement for the meals, and schools even receive 
additional federal funding based on how many students have applied and qualified for free and reduced meals—so if you fill 
out a form and qualify, you are helping both your family and your school! 

This is a confidential program. The only people who will know your child is receiving benefits are the nutrition staff. Children
receiving free or reduced-price meals are not identified to other students or adults.

https://www.ode.state.or.us/apps/frlapp

